
1.  Introduction

Evolution of civilization & industrial economy of mankind have been built on the
foundation of minerals. Man emerged from prehistoric time and passed through various stages
of stone age, iron or metal age, to the present electronic  age, on the strength of minerals.
Minerals play an indispensable  role  in the development of human society.   Thus the knowl-
edge of endowment of  mineral resources and their effective management are of utmost im-
portance in order to provide sustainable supply of minerals to domestic as well as foreign
markets.

The liberalization and globalization of the Indian economy has opened up new horizons
and investment opportunity in the mineral sector. We are in an era where market forces will
determine investments  and  trade flows. In this market-driven scenario the value of commercial
intelligence is of great importance. Recognizing this need, the Indian Bureau of mines has
decided to bring out  second edition of  National Mineral Inventory at a Glance as on 01.04.2010.

In order to  present  country’s mineral resources at a global platform, the  present
inventory has fully absorbed  the concepts and terminologies of United Nations Framework
Classification (UNFC).  UNFC is a generic, principle-based system in which quantities are
classified on the basis of three  fundamental criteria i.e. economic viabality, feasibility study
and geological knowledge, using a numerical  coding system.  A brief explanatory note on
United Nations Framework Classification has been included in this publication for ready
reference of the readers .

Indian Bureau of Mines  maintains a fully computerized database on National Mineral
Inventory of  seventy  minerals.  The information generated from this database is  utilized  for
policy planning by government agencies and  benefits of mining and mineral industries.  Indian
Bureau of Mines disseminates the resource data through its various publications, especially
through its flagship publication ‘Indian Minerals Yearbook’.  However, demands from various
quarters were being received to have a publication providing  a quick browser on this subject.
The ‘National Mineral Inventory at a Glance’ is aimed to fulfill this demand.   It  provides to
its readers, country’s reserves/resources as per UNFC.  The figures in  tabular form contain
terminologies and respective three digit codes as per the UNFC concepts.

The main sections of the publication comprising  reserves/resources as on 01.04.2010
are (i) India – Total : All minerals  (ii) State – All minerals occurring in a state   (iii) Mineral –
All India grade wise with state break-up and (iv) Summary – All  minerals without detail
terminologies and codes.

This is the second  edition  of National Mineral Inventory at a Glance as on 01.04.2010
prepared and published  by Indian  Bureau  of  Mines.  It will be handy to users and a source of
quick browsing to unfold the broad   scenario of country’s  mineral resources as per United
Nations Framework  Classification.


